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05 April 2020 

Responding to the Coronavirus Crisis 

The Archbishop urges us to keep us our prayer and to follow the live-streamed Masses which are 

available on line. Details are given at the Archdiocesan website: www.rcag.org.uk.  

He particularly hopes that many will be united with him as he celebrates the Holy Week Liturgies in 

St Andrew’s Cathedral at the following times: 

Palm Sunday: 12 noon 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday at 6pm 

Good Friday at 3pm 

Easter Vigil at 8.30pm 

Worried about not getting a priest?  A plenary indulgence is granted For Sufferers Unable to 
receive the Sacrament of the Sick or Viaticum on the point of death.  The document from Rome 
has granted this due to our extraordinary times. 
 

The Church prays for those who find themselves unable to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 

Sick and of the Viaticum, entrusting each and every one to divine Mercy by virtue of the communion of 

saints and granting the faithful a Plenary Indulgence on the point of death, provided that they are duly 

disposed and have recited a few prayers during their lifetime (in this case the Church makes up for the 

three usual conditions required). For the attainment of this indulgence the use of the crucifix or the cross is 

recommended (cf. Enchiridion indulgentiarum, no.12). 

 

Prayers Requested.  We are asked to keep in mind all who are ill at this time, and family, 

relatives and friends unable to be present with them as a result of the coronavirus.  We remember 

all who have died, especially those who have died recently, including Duncan O’Rourke, and those 

whose anniversaries occur including, George Quillan and Susan Milligan. 

 

The following prayer this year is to be inserted into the General Intercessions for 

Good Friday 

 For the afflicted in time of pandemic 
Let us pray also for all those who suffer the consequences of the current pandemic, that God the 
Father may grant health to the sick, strength to those who care for them, comfort to families and 
salvation to all the victims who have died. 
Prayer in silence. Then the Priest says: 
Almighty ever-living God, only support of our human weakness, look with compassion upon the 
sorrowful condition of your children who suffer because of this pandemic; 
relieve the pain of the sick, give strength to those who care for them, welcome into your peace 
those who have died and, throughout this time of tribulation, grant that we may all find comfort in 

your merciful love. Through Christ our Lord.  

R/. Amen. 



Fr Joe writes. We are all asking each other how the coronavirus is affecting us individually. In 

common with all who treasure being part of the community as we celebrate the Sunday Eucharist and 

the weekday Eucharist I find the absence of a public Mass and the gathering of people a severe blow. 

We are all social beings, we belong to the family of God, and the absence of this expression of our 

belonging is a big loss. The Eucharist is the human family at its best, thanking God who keeps us in 

being, and when we have strayed be brings us back to Himself through the Son as we celebrated his 

suffering, death and resurrection. 

Despite that loss of the gathering of the family of God, I do have the “private Mass” without a 

congregation. I also have access to the church at all times and I am able to spend time in the morning 

and evening in the Lord’s presence. In that regard, I am in a much better place than other members of 

the family. 

Visiting the sick, of course, is not permitted nor is it advised.  I feel for those who feel so cut off as a 

result of the situation, but I take consolation from the Plenary Indulgence granted by Pope Francis. 

With Holy Week coming up, reaching a climax at the Easter Vigil and Easter Day, the sense of loss is 

intensified, the sense of the absence of the gathering, but we just have to take it as it comes. 

Once it is all over, I imagine there will be a greater appreciation of each other as members of the family 

of God.  Meanwhile we do what we can and what is appropriate to support each other and to keep in 

touch. 

 

Finances Thanks to all who contributed to the parish upkeep last weekend. 

More has been coming in coming since then as people were passing on their daily exercise routine.  

Thanks also to all who contribute each month by standing order and Gift Aid. 

It is understood that many are not able to keep up contributions as in the past, and we hope that the 

situation improves in the not too distant future. 

With all our debts paid off, our bank balance should allow us to see us through the next few months. 

Gift Aid Because of the coronavirus situation we are unable to issue the Gift aid envelopes for the 
new fiscal year. Those contributing by standing order can continue as before. Those using weekly 
envelopes can if they wish put a contribution in a plain envelope with their number and hand it in to 

the chapel house as part of their exercise routine. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Reflection for Holy Week from Our Lady and St George. 

On our website www.olsg.org.uk Fr Joe gives a reflection for Holy Week. Go to Media Gallery and 

then Video or click on the link on the front page. 

Hopefully there will be a further short video on Sunday evening of Father Joe blessing the palms and 

another of the ‘Stations of the Cross’ which you can follow at any time on Good Friday. 

Various events are taking place in Holy Week for young people. 

This included reflection, and prayer. DetaWe can be found by searching ‘RCAG Youth’ on Instagram, 

Facebook and on YouTube by following this link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCwxLftBw5I5W-Khbxzs18CQ 

A phone call during Mass.  One of our more senior parishioners was watching the live-streaming of 

Mass from St Andrew’s Cathedral last Sunday when her daughter’s phone went off.  Well, it was as if 

the phone went off during Mass at Our Lady and St George’s and our senior parishioner was far from 

happy and it made clearly known.  “I will not be surprised,” said her daughter, “if she takes up a 

collection next Sunday!” 

SOUTHSIDE FOODBANK Donations for the foodbank are more needed than ever. If you 

can,  please put an item in the FOODBANK COLLECTION IN YOUR LOCAL SUPERMARKET. Most 

needed are tinned goods, long life milk, toilet rolls, soap and pasta. Thank you 
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